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Colleagues, our 15th Conference coincides with a period in which the labor class is the recipient of the most extreme and violent attack by the forces of the capital. Liberal, centre-right, centre-left, and social democratic governments agree on one thing: the labor class, the popular classes should pay for the system’s crisis.

Colleagues, this situation sharpens the incongruities of the capital, sharpens the political and ideological struggle, the attack against the labor class, the controversy within the union labor movement. In this sense, the stance of each trade union, of each unionist on the following issues determines the line they struggle against:

· What was the cause of the crisis?

· Who benefited before the crisis’ outbreak?

· Who benefit today?

· What should be the line of the labor movement?

· Why shouldn’t the labor class pay?

· Which is the way out?
Colleagues, these questions should prevail in each organization, each unionist, and constitute a criterion for each and every one of our choices. It is necessary for us to escape sentimentalisms and subjectivisms. The criterion should be the interest of our class, of the workers we are representing.

Stances that fail to be explicit, that do not specify political liabilities, and do not highlight the role and responsibilities of the capitalist way of growth, do not aid the labor class understand its historic role as regards its liberation and that of the other classes that suffer from the capitalist atrociousness. 

Colleagues, we believe that the correct interpretation of the crisis’ causes is a crucial issue, because it brings out the main contradiction within the society [labor class-capital], because it orientates the struggle of the labor class, provides an outlet for its struggles, orientates the abolition of exploitation of Man by Man, with a view to take over its own power.

In 1847, Carl Marx talked and wrote about the crisis of the capitalist system, stressed that it is circular and recurrent. As long as wealth is concentrated in the hands of the few, and poverty for the many grows, the crisis will grow deeper and crueler. 
The current crisis thus is a crisis of over-production and over-accumulation, it is a crisis based on the anarchy of production that does not take into account the popular needs, but the easy and fast profit, the satisfaction of the capital needs. 

It is not a crisis of the financial system and the neoliberal policies. Today, the crisis is present in all capitalist countries, irrespectively of whether the government is neoliberal, social democratic or centre-right, etc.

The bourgeois economists, politics, and analysts assert that the crisis is the corruption, scandals, greed, and bad management. Acceptance of this interpretation by the labor movement means accepting that the capitalist system is able to improve, able to resolve serious popular problems, that it disinculpates the lawlessness of the capitalist production, ignores the underlying reason, the capitalists’ profit, and is finally caught in the trap set by the capital and governments in order to persuade the labor class that it should contribute to surmounting the crisis because we all, employers and employees, are onboard the same wagon and thus we will either all be salvaged or all fall down the cliff.

Colleagues, before the crisis, the capital profits shot up, and literally squeezed the workers in the name of competitiveness and capitalist growth. This growth generated today’s crisis. Today, despite the crisis, the profits of most companies, groups, bankers, present a swift increase. Evidently, in the context of competition which never ceases to exist in capitalism, bankruptcies of groups are also recorded, as are acquisitions, mergers, etc.

In Greece we assess that the surmounting of the capitalist crisis will be transient and anemic. Still, in any case, the measures that are taken against the labor class are measures targeted to increase the profit of companies and groups both today and after the crisis. The character of the antilabor measures is not transient; on the contrary, new ones will be taken, because this is what competition, the profitability of the capital, requires.

In Greece, for example, the government of Mr. Papandreou, who is also the Chairman of the Socialist International, says that the measures are taken because there are deficits in the Public Sector.

Still, what do the measures that invert social security, labor relations, collective contracts in the private sector have to do with deficits?

In Spain relevant measures are also taken, although they have no deficits, in Ireland, where they used to propagandize the Irish miracle 5-6 years ago, in order to butcher the workers’ rights, they today join the dance of loans by the EU, the IMF and the European Central Bank. Two years ago, in Italy, the unions controlled by the government decided by referendum to support the reductions of salaries and wages. In Germany of the strong capitalist economy sweeping measures were taken in previous years; salaries and wages were reduced, the working time was increased. Similar measures have also been taken in France.

Colleagues, the labor movement will either struggle on the resistance line against the attack suffered by the labor class and at the same time on assembling forces to abolish the bourgeois authority or will be on the line of management and of parliamentary illusions. In other words, the labor class will permanently be the engine dragging the train of either growth or crisis.

In Greece, the capital forces, taking advantage of the capitalist crisis, take atrocious measures against the workers of the private and public sector, the pensioners, young people, women, self-employed and small farmers.

They increase the retirement age, they decreased the pensions, they decreased the bonus, the holiday, the holiday allowance of pensioners, they promote the revocation of collective labor contracts, the reversal of labor relations. They expand privatization in health, education, rendering each day more expensive for the popular families. The PASOK government is backed up by the parties that are aligned with the European Union, thus with the capital interests. 

We are fighting a tough fight with all the characteristics of class struggle; A political, ideological and unionist struggle. The Federation of Builders, as well as the overall class movement, rallied around the ALL WORKERS MILITANT FRONT (PAME), are on a daily basis faced with the reactive capitalist forces. The mass media, both printed and electronic, serve these forces. They undermine and defy the working-class movement, confounding the workers. They try to convince the workers, the popular classes that they are responsible for the crisis, thus we should all assist in surmounting it. Through terrorism, they try to break the workers, put them aside. They exploit the governmental employer trade-unionism to subordinate the labor class. 

Being sure and having faith in the class struggle, we are telling you that their schemes will not be successful. In the previous year, we effectuated 14 strikes, demonstrations, occupations of Ministries and other public buildings; we fought against the suppression forces. The measures that passed did not pass painlessly for the system, as they would have wanted. The shock absorbers of the governmental trade-unionism did not manage to absorb the shocks created by the class struggle, absorb the contest of the monopolies’ authority which has now become noticeable by the labor class and the other worker classes. The struggle we gave and carry on giving with consistency does not only focus on the implications of the crisis, on its management. Its character is not denouncing. It is not only limited to the memorandum but to the overall antilabor policy and the purposes it serves. We did not compromise with the pressure put by the middle class and its instruments to lead the workers to the slaughter in order for the system to overcome its crisis.

With consistency we showed that the labor class is not responsible for the crisis, the crisis should be paid by the monopolies. 
They told us it is patriotic for the labor class to pay in order for the capital to get away with it. We proved that for the labor class patriotism is its interests, thus its exemption from the capital's brutality. We made it known that this system has given what it had to give. It has politically and morally rotten, the objective preconditions for its replacement by the power of the labor class and its allies have matured. Today we have all the material preconditions to have the people’s problems solved, for the people to acquire a higher standard of life. This presupposes that the labor class will conquer its own power.

On this basis, we demonstrated through serious and hard work, through elaboration and terms of movement, the other way of growth that will provide solutions to the people’s problems, when the wealth to be produced will not be appropriated by parasites, the capital, but will satisfy popular needs. 
We see the way out on this basis. On this basis we coil serious forces in the class movement, namely PAME. Currently, the people perceiving the way out on this basis are multiple. Those who stand up, who refused and still refuse to succumb to employers’ pressure are multiple. This line accentuated the class hatred of workers, liberated forces originating in the power parties, helped with the change of political behavior of hundreds of thousands of popular people.

Colleagues, we have accumulated experience, we all know one or the other way that the capital is fed and reproduced by the blood of the labor class. We know that for all these years the ones producing the wealth remain poor and become even poorer today, because these are the requirements of the capital. In the European Union, 80 million people live below poverty line. In Greece, one in five lives with less than 6,000 euro per year. 

This situation does not change with managing illusions, or social democratic centre-left governments, or the justice taught by religions. A fair society may only be imposed by the labor class through its power.

Dear colleagues, further to what I just said, you may easily reach the conclusion that the political text of the Secretariat does not have our consent. The recording of facts and figures does not drive the labor class to struggle. Besides, the figures claimed in the proposal are also invoked by bourgeois analysts, suggesting that we should all go through the crisis, and on the other hand, the  Secretariat's proposal does not dare to suggest a way out. Naturally, this proposal reflects the action and orientation of our organization in the last four years. We believe that such a sectoral organization is not only good for seminars. Seminars are useful without a doubt, but our four-year course cannot be only limited to them. We, the Greek Federation of Construction Workers, believe that the UITBB should enhance fraternal relations with the WFTU, come closer and acquire ideological, political and unionist, class and militant features. 

It is often heard that each country has its own particularity and this is why one organization cannot allegedly make decisions for everyone. Still, this rationale is not serious, because obviously there are differences from one country to the other in terms of the labor movement level of development, imbalance in growth, etc., but what remains the same, and does not change, is exploitation. This does not vary from country to country. The labor class produces and the capital seizes the gains. The Greek Federation of Builders is committed and shares the WFTU struggle. It assists in this effort. We believe that after the Cuba congress, the WFTU took serious steps of progress. 

The results are very specific:

· 76 new members subscribed to the WFTU

· 2 international days of action with strikes, demonstrations and marches.

· 1 three-day strike at the ports in solidarity to the Palestinian people

· 9 international conferences
· Establishment of 4 new International sectoral Organizations

· Establishment of 2 regional Offices in Africa (South Africa and Tunisia).

The list of the WFTU works and actions is long; all the steps and weaknesses will naturally meet at the 16th World Trade Union Congress in Athens, which will hopefully enhance the militant and class orientation of the International Trade Union movement.

We are convinced that the 16th WFTU Congress to be held in Athens will confirm this assessment and give new impetus to our struggles.

